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NATIONAL INTELL1GENGER.

the PK1CE OF GLORY.

A great deal is said, nowadays, about the excel¬
lent prospect of an immediate peace; and, as the
people evidently desire it, the extra newspaper folks
are busy manufacturing and selling rumors to that
effect. We see at present (says the North Ameri¬
can) no reasonable grounds for such anticipations.
The situation of the Mexicans in regard to their
ability to maintain the contest at this moment is
analogous to that of the Americans after General
Howe had captured Philadelphia, our capital and
seat of government. Our forefathers were not

beaten, nor had they any thoughts of being beaten.
They moved their Congress to Lancaster, rolled up
their sleeves, and went at the work anew. The
British spent the winter dancing, frolicking, and
performing plays and Meschianzaa, till they had
run their Government in debt to a most frightful
amount.an amount which staggered^ even the
money-spending British Parliament. The country
people about Philadelphia, meanwhile, were paid in
guineas for whatever they sold to the enemy. je

The parallel between this state of affairs and the
present state of affairs in Mexico is not quite com¬

plete ; but it bids fair to become so. Already we

hear that Congress will assemble in some provin¬
cial town. General Scott will enter gloriously into
the capital and his army will revel gloriously in the
44 Halls of the MontezuvianThey will pay glo-
riously for all they buy with Brother Jonathan s

golden eagles and hard dollars ; and the result will
be a glorious national debt of about live hundred
millions of dollars, at the least.

Mr. Polk, no doubt, is sick of the war.a great
deal sicker than the Mexicans. The fact is, when
he least expected it, he has caught a Tartar. We
all remember the story: 44 Captain, 1 have caught
a Tartar." " Fetch him along, then." 44 He won Jcome." 44 Come along yourself and leave him.
'» I can't.he won't let me." It is an awkward J
predicament for a President to be in, and he has j
the compassion of all Christian people. 44 But the
war," say its advocates, 44 has brought us so much
glory!" True. Whig captains tight well. There is
no denying that. But glory is an expensive article,
and the people are beginning to regret that their
President had not regarded the following prudent
piece of advice given us in the Edinburgh Review
some time ago :

"We can inform Jonathan what are the inevitable conse¬

quences of being too fond of glory.taxbs upon every ar¬

ticle which enters into the mouth, or covers the back, or is

placed under the foot; uses upon every thing which it is

pleasant to see, hear, feel, smell or taste ; taxes upon warmth,
Ught, and locomotion ; taxes on every thing on earth and the
waters under the earth ; on everything that comes from abroad
or is grown at home ; taxes on the raw material ; taxes on

every fresh value that is added to it by the industry of man ;

taxes on the sauce which pamj>ers man's appetite and the drug
that restores him to health ; on the ermine which decorates
the judge and the rope which hangs the criminal; on the
poor man's salt and the rich man's spice ; on the brass nails
of the coffin and the ribands of the bride ; at bed or board,
couchantor levant, we must pay. The sthoolboy whips his
taxed top ; the beardless youth manages his taxed horse with

. a taxed bridle on a taxed road ; and the dying Englishman,
pouring his medicine, which has paid seven per cent., into a

spoon that has paid fifteen per cent., flings himself back upon
his chintz bed which has paid twenty-two per cent., and ex¬

pires in the arms of an apothecary who has paid a license of
a hundred pounds for the privilege of putting him to death.
His whole property is then immediately taxed from two to ten

per cent. Besides the probate, large fees are demanded for
burying him in the chancel ; his virtues are handed down to

posterity on taxed marble, and he is then gathered to his fa¬
thers to be taxed no more. In addition to all this, the habit
of dealing with large sums will make the Government avari- jcious and profuse, and the tystem itself will infallibly gene¬
rate the base vermin of spies and informers, and a still more
pestilent race of political tools and retainers of the meanest
and most odious description ; while the prodigious patronage
which the c Ilecting of this splendid revenue will throw into
the hands of Government will invest it with so vast an influ¬
ence, and hold out such means and temptations to corruption
as all the viitues and public spirit, even of republicans, will
be unable to resist.
" Every wise Jonathan should remember this.
What England is America may yet become, if

the lust of conquest is cultivated by her rulers
, and sanctioned by her people. This was has al¬
ready cost over a hundred millions of dollars, and
its expense will go on increasing as long as it con¬
tinues in a quadrupled ratio. Standing armies are
to be maintained at an immense cost; thousands of
military and naval officers must subsist on the pub¬
lic purse, and crowds of contractors will drain the
public treasury. We ask the people of Pennsyl¬vania.the tax-paying people.to think of this, and
io determine whether they will encourage that state
ot things which the reviewer so graphically de¬
scribes. The approaching election will be regard-ed as a test, and should Mr. Shunk succeed his
success will be claimed as an evidence that the Na¬
tional Administration, with its myriad costing war,and all its other outrages, have the confidence of
our farmers and working men..North. Amer.

Gen. Scott..We were sorry to read, a short
time since, in the New Orleans National, a bitter
and most unjustifiable attack upon Gen. Scott. It
is sufficient answer to those who attpmpt to deprive
him of his hard-earned laurels to adduce the con¬
current opinions of all impartial persons, that in
every situation in which he has been placed he has
always exceeded the most sanguine predictions. In
truth, by his masterly skill in combination, and by
his sagacity in anticipating results, he has more than
half won every battle in which he has been engagedbefore the commencement of actual conflict.

His personal courage has been proved in many
an instance ; and yet there -are some envious de¬
tractors who accuse him, as many did Napoleon, of
cowardice. The hero of Lundy's Lane and Bridg¬
water, however, needs no defender against such
atrocious calumny ; like the conqueror at Lodi and
Arcole, he can appeal from the malice of the few
to contemporaneous or future history. The annals
that doubt of Scott's bravery will confess their com¬
piler a reckless calumniator...V. Y. Tribune.
We again repeat to our Maryland Whig friends

that the Democrats are striving might and main to
carry the Congressional elections. They have the
whole State mapped out. They have the name of
every voter in the State recorded. They have
counted noses. They know what number of votes
<n given precincts is required to carry the day.They have the material ready to give those votes.
They intend to strip the strong Democratic pre-
incts as far as they dare strip them, and strengthenthe weak ones in the districts they propose to carry.Voters from other States and from this District will
be poured into Kennedy's district and others. Nay,they have been poured into them. Ii necessary*the polls will be occupied by Democratic force so as
to drive away Whig voters Mr. Kennedy theyare resolved to defeat, if human power can do it.
The Administration wants the House of Represen¬tatives, and they intend to get it, if corruption of the
ballot-box will give it to them. Lc< our friends,
therefore, be on the alert. Let them guard their
rights as they do their lives, and all will go well.

[ National
Couriers Hkst to thib Cwrtit..From a Police re¬

port in the New York Tribune, we learn that a German
named Christian Beckatein was arrested not long since in
Utka for theft, who confessed that he had l>een three times
imprisoned in Germany for a similar crime, «nd had Utn di»-
charged on condition that he would come to this wintry.

AN ANCHOR TO WINDWARD.

It was but the other day that the Government
organ declared the Whigs would be entirely respon¬
sible lor all the consequences of a protracted war
with .Mexico, it peace should not follow the nego¬
tiations then in hand.

It states that 44 Gen. Scott had no instructions to

grant an armistice.or we ought rather to say, to
suspend hostilities.until a treaty of peace had
been ratified on the part of Mexico." And it fur¬
ther says : "We may be permitted to repeat, that
it would be most unfortunate if Mr. Trist should
permit the negotiation to be spun out beyond the
shortest possible time. We may add, it is to be re¬

gretted that as long a period as forty-eight hours af¬
ter the negotiation had terminated has been allowed
lor the resumption of hostilities."

Is it not evident, from all this, that if evil should
come Irom delay alforded the Mexicans to negotiate,
an ell'ort will be made to throw the blame on Gen.
Scott ?

-Now, ia it not supremely ridiculous to hear per¬
sons snugly ensconced at home, feeding on Govern¬
ment pap out ol the reach of danger, and conse¬

quently unqualified to judge.setting themselves up
as critics upon a subject utterly beyond the scope
ol an impartial mind ?
Can it be supposed that Gen. Scott, surrounded

as lie is with high-spirited and intelligent officers,
would be blind to the true interests of the country,
and to tlie glory ol the arms entrusted to his com¬
mand ? I he only just method of criticism would
be to send the grumblers to the army to take part in
its dangers and toils, and let them give practical
evidence of their ability to correct blunders and
achieve greatness..Richmond Republican.
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SANTA ANNA.WHAT HAS BEEN SEEN.

President Polk, in his annual message of De¬
cember 7, 1846, said:
" When orders wore issued to the commander of our naval

forces in the Gulf, on the 15th day of May last, only two

days after the existence of the war had been recognised by
Congress, to place the coast of Mexico under blockade he
was directed not to obstruct the parage of Santa Anna to
Mexico, should he return. . . It remains to be seen

whether hut return may not yet prove favorable to a pacific ad¬
justment of existing difficulties."

Santa Anna being thus passed into Mexico by
President Polk, to " aid and comfort" the " poor
miserable Mexicans," let us inquire what we have
seen of the things the President told Congress re¬
mained " to be seen."
At the battle of Monterey, in September, 1846,

we have seen five hundred American soldiers left
on the field, killed and wounded.

>.
^ ^ie battle Hucna \ ista, in February, 1847,

where Santa Anna commanded, we have seen seven
hundred American soldiers left on the field, killed
and wounded.

At the battle of Cerro Gordo, where Santa Anna
also commanded, we have seen six hundred Ame¬
rican soldiers left on the field, killed and wounded.

At the battle of Churubusco, where Santa Anna,
with Valencia, commanded, we have seen one thou-
sand and seventeen American soldiers left on the
field, killed and wounded.
We have seen the loss of these twenty-eight hun¬

dred and seventeen American soldiers, with a host
of others killed and wounded by this " aid and com-
'°rt",,t° lhe enem.V. and still " it remains to be
seen, as much as it did when President Polk sent
in his message last December, whether Santa An¬
na's return, by Mr. Polk's agency, » may not prove
favorable to a pacific adjustment of existing diffi¬
culties." And "it remains to be seen," also, how
much longer he may continue the war, organize
new armies, and give us battle, and how many
more American soldiers lie may kill.

[Cincinnati Gazette.

Ocka* Steamships..Launch of the Hehmakh 'The
splendid new steamship Hermann was launched at New York
on Thursday afternoon, from the ship-yard of Wcstervelt &
McKay, at the foot of Seventh street, East river.

The first of the Ocean Steam Navigation Company's ships
having teen named after (he Father of America, they have
called the aecond the "Hermann," after the Father of Ger¬
many, in compliment to our German fellow-citizens, who have
so nobly contributed their aid towards the undertaking, and as

an appropriate acknowledgment of the substantial proofs given
to us of the friendship of the city of Bremen and the German
States generally, and of the enthusiasm with which they have
welcomed the establishment of a direct steam mail line be¬
tween the United States and Germany.
We have now ample evidence (says the Commercial Ad-

vertiser) that when the aid of Government is extended to our

enterprising citizen*, as by other Governments to their sub¬
jects, ocean steamships will rise up and compete with, if not
surpass, those of other nations.giving our Government a fleet
of steam-frigates at short notice, in the event of a war with a

maritime power, to protect our coast and transport troops with
the utmost facility, under the management of officers and men
who have become familiar with this description of navigation
This is the power that is to command the highway of nations
and shall we be the last to assert our rights in it >

The Britannia..This steamer was raised on the sec¬

tional dock on Saturday. Her injuries appear to be both ex¬

tensive and severe. It has been found that the false keel is
carried away from the stem to abaft the paddle-box, and that
the keel is so much damaged as to require the removal of
alwut fifty feet. The sheathing, which is very thick, ia bro¬
ken off about twenty-five feet. The copper i. some places is
rubbed up. ft is expected the necessary repairs will be com¬

pleted on Wednesday next.A'. Y. Com. Adv.

IWh ot the OciAir..At the annual meeting of the As
sociation of American Geologists and Naturalists sitting in
Boston, Commander Wjikes, United States Navy, m.de a

communication upon the subject of the depth and saltness of
the ocean. Th* maximum depth has never been attained.
Captain Kos« sounded 4,600 fathoms, about 27,000 feet, and
got no bottom. There are great difficulties attending deep
sea sounding*. Bottom has been obtained in 2,000 or 3,000
fathoms. Experiments show that the great valleys of the
ocean run atVght angles to the ranges near our coast. The
basins of the iuthern hemisphere dip and rise alternately from
1 e equa >r toWar<U the pole, causing very unequal depths of
water. ,apt±in Wilkes hoped that some means would yet
be discovered to sound by means of the explosion of a -.hell,

he mean temperature of the ocean is 39.5 ; in latitude
from to 60 aouth, the temperature is the same at the tot,
and bottom. It has been asserted, as the result ol expert
ments, that the mean tem,*rature of the Mediterranean is 65
degrees.

Experiments were made by Captain Wilkes upon lhe t>ene-
t ration of solar hght. A ,,ot p.in(ad whiU) waB |et down
t e wnt. r, and the p.jn( nf invisibility marked; upon taking
it out the point of v,s,b,hty was marked, an.l the two were
found to vary but a f.lhoIn of two. w,^r 3fi d
the pot disappeared ,t six f.thoma ; in waler at 76 degrees,'
attnrty at oms, in the-<,ulf Stream, at twenty-seven fa¬
thoms; just outside of it, a, .went,-three fathoms.

"V"*'' ,H Face Bhick..Among1 the great

u I ;nv<ml;
r or' "'"y 'node of its preparation for the kiln,

hr.e csriUEL J"ftb° .f«11 lh< .">*" »"l
hrge cspitulists of the country. The common process is a
slow one, requiring the Pfn,,|,r.! .

division of labor. This ,21 *"? TT ^"n' ""nd much

tunnels st the top, c,"Mn. 7E'.tW°^
tural slate tor .ilhe*ion .iT* "" 'I"*
plates, forms it into moulds eseh ,

. ¦ r u . 'nouius, ,.ac|, motion of the machinery
making bricks, and turns out at the rate of thirty thou¬
sand in ten hours. Ihe luifl/o ... .k e. i

nl«.. in th. l. in rp,
1 ar6 ,h0" ,n ¦ fit condition to

place b. the kiln. I h,y ,re r..,y in lhe cld w Ullt||
they have teen dned for two days. This machine is put into
action by steam of about six horse power. It can be s!,t up at
-nun expense, and is neat in iu stricture and simple in its

"are eninl"" 17 worl(rd half the number of hands

STif a
°
u,

COU'"C l,r,ck « ¦nd '* lh« produc¬
tion of A. Woodward, Worcester, MasHotton paper.

ON THE ORIGIN OF THE WAR

LETTERS OF JOHN P. KENNEDY
To the Citizens of the. Fourth Congressional District, and

vurtu ularlu to the Mechanics and Workinginen of that
District of both Political Parties..[continuku.]
In these letters I have shown you the objections, taken by

certain prominent leaders of the Democratic paity igainat the
treaty of annexation, and that these objections referred ex¬

clusively h the extent of territory claimed by Texas.
You will from what 1 am llow ubout tolay be,')re y°U'

that before Texas could bo annexed the Adminwtratioii and
its friends were compiled virtually to disavow any purport of
taking more territory than was included in the old boundaries
of Texas unless by the consent of Mexico herself; in other
words, that Congress would not agree to annex Texas with
her boundary on tho Rio Grande.
The treaty was /ejected, as I have said, on the 8th ol June,

1841. On the lUh of June the President sent a mes^se to

the House of Representatives, informing them of the fact of
the rejection by the Senate, and, in effect, asking them to

take up the subject in the way of ordinary legislation. J hie

message was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affair*.
and nothing was done during the remainder of that session.

In this message the President refers to the boundary <|ues-
tion and says of it that it was "purposely left open fir ne¬

gotiation with Mexico, as affording the beat opportunity for
the most friendly and pacific arrangements."

At the next session of Congress, in December, 184', t c

question of annexation was immediately resumed.
On the Uth of December Mr. Benton reported a nil for

the annexation, in which he provided that the Government
should be " authorized and advised to open negotiation! with
Mexico and Texcu for the adjustment of boundaries," and
for the annexation of the latter, amongst others, on the fol¬
lowing terms as regarded boundary :

« ist. The boundary of the annexed territory lo be in the
desert prairie west of the Nueces, and along the highlands
and mountain-heights which divide the waters of the Missis¬
sippi from the waters of the Rio del Norte, mid to laUtude
42° north.",

,

This is what Mr. Benton proposed that u# should open ne¬

gotiations to obtain from Mexico.
This boundary of the desert prairie between the Nueces

and the Rio Grande Mr. Benton had-previously brought to
the notice of the Senate as that whicb was recommended by
General Jackson in 1829. In his sjwech upon that point he
said :

"That proposition of Genera' Jackson did not go the
length of this treaty (the treaty of annexation, upon which
he was speaking) by two thousand miles. It stopped at the
mountains which he at the head of the Red river and the Ar¬
kansas, and which divid3 the ancient Louisiana from JNew
Mexico and the desert prairies which lie to the west M the
Nueces. His proposition included no part of New Mexico,
Chihuahua, Coahuila, or Tamaulipas. It extended to no
part of the river or even of the valley of the Rio del Norte.
Not a drop of the water of that river, not an inch of the soil
of its valley, did he propose to disrupt from its old possessor
and to incorporate into our Union."

In accordance with these views of the respective rights of
Mexico and the United States in this matter of boundary,
Mr. Benton's bill proposed, as you have seen, that we should
negotiate for a boundary in the desert which lies immediately
jvest of the Nueces. Of course he was satisfied, before he
made this proposition, that Texas had no actual right beyond
the Nueces. A vast desert lies between that river and the
Rio del Norte, which Mr. Benton thought a good natural
boundary, and worth negotiating for with Mex'co.
At the same time, or the next day after Mr. Benton offered

this proposition to the Senate, the Committee on Foreign Re¬
lations in the House, by Mr. Charles J. Ingeraoll, their chair¬
man, reported joint resolutions for the annexation. I hese
were followed by a number of propositions for the same pur¬
pose, which were offered, almost daily for several days, by
different members. A long debate took place, m the course

of which Mr. Charles J. Ingersoll, speaking on this subject of
the boundary.which I have shown you produced so much
objection to the treaty.took occasion to explain the views of
the Committee on Foreign Relations and of the Executive on
that point. He said :

ii The territorial limits are marked in the contiguratioh of
this continent by an Almighty hand. The Platte, the Ar¬
kansas, the Red, and the Mississippi rivers are naturally our
waters, with their estuaries in the Bay of Mexico. The stu¬
pendous deserts between the Nueces and the Rio Bravo (theKio^irande) are the natural boundaries between the Anglo-Saxon and the Mauritania races. There ends the valley ofthe Wist. There Mexico begins."

In the same speech he apprizes the House that he has au¬

thority for saying that there will be no difficulty with Mexi¬
co.that we should be able to buy her consent to the cdssion
we desired :
» I am happy," is his language, " to be authorized to UK-

sure this Hmse that those best acquainted with the true stale
of things apprehend little or no danger of war. 'Ihi main
sinew of war, money, will heal the brcuch and end the con¬
troversy amicably."

This quotation from the speech of tho Chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Relations will enable you to under¬
stand precisely what Mr. Calhoun meant when, on the Kith
of September previous, he wrote this language to Mr. Shan¬
non, our Minister in Mexico :
" You arc instructed to renew the declaration made to the

Mexican Secretary by our Charge d'Affaires, in announcingthe conclusion of the treaty, that the measure was adopt,<1 in
no spiritof hostility to Mexico, and that, if annexation should
be consummated, the United States will be prepared to ad¬
just all questions growing out of it, ii»clci>ii»o tiiatof
boi;5i»aht, on the most liberal termi.
Can any one doubt, after reviewing these facts, that our

Government had pledged itself to abstain from claiming any
boundary that would be offensive to Mexico, and particularly
to make no claim founded on the limits set forth in the I exan
act of Congress. Can any one doubt that Congress was un¬

willing to insist upon the Rio Grande (or Del Norte) a« a

rightful boundary >

We shall see the determination of Congress, in reference to
this question, more fully developed in what eventually took
place.
Of the several propositions for annexation which were offer¬

ed in the House of Representatives, that of Mr. Brown, of
Tennessee, was finally adopted. On the 13th of January,
1845, Mr. Brown offered his resolutions as a substitute for
those of the committee. They began in this way :

Resolved, " That Congress doth eonsent that the terr turv
properly included within and rightfully belonging to the
Rfpublic of Texas may be created into a new State, Ate. ,
and "that the foregoing conscnt is given on the followingconditions," to wit:

...... j- , . ...Maid State shall be formed, subject to the adjustment bythis Government of all questions of boundary that may arise
with other Governments," fee.
On the 25th of January these resolutions were passed in the

House of Representatives by a vote of 119 to 97, and on the
next day passed the Senate without alteration in any material
point.
Now I pause here in my narrative to ask you to remark the

very guarded phraseology of these joint resolutions by which
it was agreed to annex Texas. They say " the territory
jintp-rly included within and rightfully belonging lo the Re¬
public of Texas." Why was this language inserted ' Sev¬
eral of the resolutions proposed by others in the Houh did not
contain it. Congress would not agree to those other resolu¬
tions but adopted those only which contained this language
Why did Congress also insist upon a condition that tlio State
of Texas should l>c formed «' subject to the adjustment by
this Government of all questions of boundary that might
arise with other Governments >" What other Government
wan theie > None but Mexico with whom we could have any
difficulty. What was that difficulty * The pretension set

up by Texas to extenJ her l»oundary to the Rio Grande. Il
Texas had a right to that boundary, What had we to adjust
with Mexico ? Nothing. If Texas had this right, what do
those resolutions mean by laying such stress upon the words
"territory properly included within and rightjully belonging
to the Republic of Texas >" Manifestly they mean that the
liepublic of Texas had made pretensions to territory not
"properly included within" nor " rightfully belonging to" it-

Hut as if the Congress of the United States wa* determin¬
ed to express the most unequivocal dissent fiorn the preten¬
sions of Texas, as made known in her act of Congress of
1 K3fl, and to repudiate the notion that Texas by that act had
any claim to the boundary of the Rio Grande, they passed .

law at this very same session, which is entitled "An act al¬
lowing a drawback upon foreign merchandise exported in the

original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico"
Thia bill was passed in the House of Representative!) on the
21 at of February, nearly a month after the passage of the re¬

volutions for annexation, and wan amended, with a view to

include another foreign country, by adding the words, "and
the Britiah North American provinces adjoining to the United
States."
Now, the object of thia bill was to entitle any merchant

who should import goods into the United States to have the
duties refunded to him if he exported them iu the original
packages to Santa Fe, in Mexieu ; thereby recognising San¬
ta Fe to be a foreign country, as it undoubtedly was. Yet
Congress had, just a month before they passed this bill, agreed
to annex Texas to this Union, and Texas had, by her act ol
Congress of 1836, extended her limits to the Rio Grande, by
which she included Santa Fe. It is clear, therefore, from
this fact alone.if it were not still more clear from the whole
history of the case which I have given you.that Congress
had no idea of recognising the claim of Texas to the Rio
Grande, but, on the contrary, directly and unequivocally re¬

pelled that claim, and refused in any way to allow it.
This is all that I have to bring before you touching the his¬

tory of the annexation. What I have suLmitted to you shows
clearly and beyond all dispute.

1st. That Texas proper.and by that I mean the Texas
which revolted against Mexico and secured her independence.
did not extend to the Rio Grande.

2d. That the treaty for annexation was rejected bccausc it
was supposed to give color to claim to extend Texas to
the Rio Grande.

3d. That the Government disavowed any purpose to assert
a claim to the Rio Grande ; but, on the contrary, desired to

open a negotiation with Mexico for the purchase of that
boundary.

4th. That the joint resolutions upon which finally Texas
was annexed carefully provided against taking any territory
that did not rightfully belong to Texas.

5th, and lastly. That Congress, by the most explicit act of
legislation in relation to the drawback, announced that the
country included within the new limits of Texas, and beyond
the old limits, was a foreign country belonging to Mexico, and
that consequently the territory on the Rio Grande did not
«' rightfully belong" to the Republic of Texas.

I am now prepared to speak of the manner in which this
Mexican war began, and to examine the question how far
Mr. Polk acted in accordance with his powers and duties,
under the constitution, in reference to that matter.

Mr. Polk was inaugurated on the 4th of March, 1845.
\ ou will now perceive that the moment this aflair of the an¬

nexation came into his hands, he gave it an essentially new

direction. He determined to pay no regard to the considera>-
tions upon which 1 cxas was admitted to the Union, and to
recognise no pledge which the proceedings of the last Admin¬
istration and of Congress had given to Mexico upon the sub¬
ject of the boundary.

Before the annexation was agreed upon it is true Mexico
had said she would consider it as an act of war upon her, and
Mr. Polk, I feely admit, was bound to be prepared for such
an event. 1 think it was in the highest sense his duty to be
wellprepared for a war if Mexico should act upon her threat.
A convention was to meet in Texas on the 4th of July,

U45, to consider our propositions for annexation. That con¬
vention did meet, and ratified the proceeding. Previous, how¬
ever, to the meeting of this convention, that is to say on the
28th of May, the President ordered Gen. Taylor to move with
his little army towards Texas.

There seems now to have been some private understanding
between Mr. Polk and the Government of Texas that, with¬
out regarding what had passed in our Government in reference
to the boundary and iu refusal to assert a claim to the Rio
Grande, Mr. Polk and his Cabinet should nevertheless assert
that claim, and thenceforth act upon it as a matter of establish¬
ed right. This will be seen in what follows.
On the 15th of June Mr. Bancroft, acting as Secretary of

V\ ar, informs Gen. iaylor " the point of your ultimate desti¬
nation is the western frontier of Texas, where you will select
and occupy in or near the Rio Grande del No'rti such a site
as will be best adapted to repel invasion, and to protect what

' in the event of annexation will be our western border."
Here is the first bold and open avowal of a purpose on the

part of the new Administration to disregard what may be con¬

sidered as the plighted faith of the nation on the question of
the boundary.
The private understanding to which I have alluded I think

will be seen in the correspondence between Mr. Allen, the
Secretary of State of 1 exas, and Mr. Donelson, our ^gent
there. Mr. Allen, in a letter of the 26th of June, eleven days
later than Mr. Bancroft's order, suggests to Mr. Donelson
" the propriety and necessity of an immediate introduction of
the troops, and thai they proceed at once to occupy positions
on the Rio Grande."

Mr.' Donelson gives no countenance to this proposition, and
apprizes Mr. Allen what instructions he had been hitherto di¬
rected to communicate to Gen. Taylor. Amongst those in¬
structions are the following :

" The occupation of the country between the Nueces and
the Rio Grande you are aware is a disputed question. Texas
holds Corpus Christi, Mexico holds the Brasos de St Jago
near the mouth of the Rio Grande." " You can safely hold
possession of Corpus Christi and all other points up the Nueces,
and, if Mexico attempts to dislodge you, drive her beyond the
Rio Grande."

Notwithstanding this, that Mr. Donelson was directed to

.ay to Gen. Taylor in an early stage of this movement, that
the bounJary to the Rio Grande was " a disputed question,"
Mr. Bancroft s instructions to the General, you perceive, arc

to take possession to the Rio Grande, as that, "in the event
of annexation, will be our western border."

This is clearly a very summary prejudgment of the "dis¬
puted question." At this point the violation of the terms of
the annexation seems to have become the settled purpose of
the Cabinet. We were henceforth to assert our claim to the
borders of the Rio Grande, and maintain it by force.
The subsequent orders which Gen. Taylor received estab.

lish that determination. Let us look to a few of them, and
the events with which they were connected.
The Government was conscious that the only ground upon

which there could be made the slightest justification of this at¬

tempt to seize the disputed territory, as they chose to call it,
although it had not the benefit even of a plausible dispute,
was that the territory beyond the Nueces was in the actual
occupation of the people of Texas. So far as regarded a few
settlements on the west bank of the Nueces, this was true,
and those settlers might be said to be under the protection of
Texas. This was the case at Corpus Christi, immediately at
the mouth of the Nueces and on its western margin. But be¬
yond the actual border of the river, there were no settlers,
whilst over towards the Rio Grande and on its hanks there
dwelt a considerable number of Mexican citizens, who had
long resided in this section of Tamaulipas. The country be¬
tween the two rivers, embracing a width of aBout one hun¬
dred and thirty miles, was chielly a desert. Brasos Santiago
nnd Point Isabel were Mexican settlements, and no Americans
dwelt in that region.

With these facts before him, Mr. Marcy writes to General
Taylor, on the 30th of July ; " You are expected to occupy,
protect, and defend the territory of Texas to the extent that
it has been occupied by the people of Texas," which, in point
of fact, as Mr. Donelson had written to the Department, was

nowhere further west than Corpus Christi and the west bank
of the Nuecrs. But Mr. Marcy's letter goes on to say :

I he Rio Grande is claimed to be the boundary lietween the
two countries, and up to this boundary you are to extend
your protection, only excepting any posts on the eastern side
thereof, which are in the actual occupancy of Mexican forces,
or Mexican settlements over which the Republic of Texas did
riot exercise jurisdiction at the period of annexation, or shortly
before that event."

It would appear that General Taylor, acting in pursuance
of this order, chose Corpus Christi and the immediate bank
of the Nuec<-s as the only country coming within the descrip¬
tion of the Secretary's direction, liecause that was the whole
extent occupied by the people of Texas, and all the rest was

in the actual occupancy, an it always had been, of the Mexi¬
cans. Mr. Donelson had, in fact, written to the General,
as we have noticed Itefore, on the 2Nth of June, telling him
that " Corpus Christi was the most western point then occu¬

pied by I exas." And we may presume the General knew
this as well as Mr. Donelson. The General reached Corpus
Chiisti some time in August. On the 30th of October he
writes : " Hrf/re the President's instructions of the 30th of
July reached me, I would have preferred a position on th* left
bank of the river," (the Nueces.) He adds, however, that

hi. position on the right bank (Corpus Chri.ti) had more ad¬
vantages than the other. Hi* meaning evidently was, that,
il he had not been directed to go into "the disputed territory,"
he would have taken his potion on the left hank, as being
within the actual aud true boundary of Texas. He then says

no or two suitable point* on or near tbe Rio Grande "

should be taken poswssion 0f, if the line of the Hio Grande
is termined on as "the ultimatum " bjj our Government.

e leaves that question for the President to settle ; and gives
his advice us a military man as to what should be done if the
resident & determination should l>e to occupy the country in

dispute.
I'he letter of Mr. Marcy, (30th July, 1845,) above refer-

re to, is important in thi. narrative as establishing one fact,
namely, thut the Government knew, at the time they were

issuing these orders, that the country on the Rio Grande, and
etween that and the IS'ueces, was, as far as it was capable of

occupation, in the actual occupancy of Mexican forces and
Mexican inhabitant, or settlers, and that it was not pretended
that there settlers were under the jurisdiction of Texas, or

ever had been under it. They were inhabitants who belong-
to the State of I amaulipas, and exclusively ui der the ju-

ribdiction of Mexico. This was known to our Government.
Gmeral J aylor remained at Corpus Christi all through the

autumn of 1845 and the winter of 1846. There was no in¬
vasion attempted by Mexico, and a general belief prevailed
that wo should noon have a settlement of all difficulties be
twoen the two countries. Our Government had made appli¬
cation to Mexico to know if «be would open negotiations for
the settlement of the disputed questions. She answered
favorably to this proposition. Mr. Slidell was appointed Min¬
ister Plenipotentiary to go to Mexico. Mexico objected to

receiving a Minister, on the grouud that the question of Texas
and the boundary must be settled before she could acknowledge
t ie existence of full relation, of amity with us. She offered,
i lerofore, to receive a Commissioner, to treat specially on

tlu.se questions, and no other.. Our Government would not
consent to indulge her in this demand, although if has since
that time rent a Commissioner for pretty much the same pur-
pore, in the person of Mr. Trist. I do not excuse Mexico
lor this refusal to receive our Minister. It was a very frivol¬
ous piece of false pride, but very much in character with all
her other follies connected with this quarrel. But-certainly
this refusal to receive a Minister was not war.

On the 13ih of January, 1846, whilst this question of the
reception of the Minister was yet pending, and before it was

known whether Mexico would receive him or not, and at a

time when there was no expectation of an invasion from
Mexico- and, more to be noted than any thing else, at a

imcwhen the Congress of the United States.was in session,
the I resident, privately, without communicating one syllable
to Congress, or giving any hint of the event to either branch
of the National Legislature, to whom alone the constitution
has confided the great and momentous power of making war .

in these circumstances, and on this day, Mr.' Polk authorized
Mr. Marcy to write to Gen. Taylor, «I am directed by the
President to instruct you to advance and occupy, with the
troops under your command, position, on or near the east
bank of the Rio del Norte as soon as it can conveniently be
done, with reference to the season and route, by which your

« movement, must be made. Fiom the views heretofore pre¬
sented to this Department, it i. presumed Point Isabel will

,

1,0 cons,JereJ hy you an eligible position 5 this point, or

some one near it, and points opposite Matamoros and Mier
' mf m the vicini'y °f Laredo, are suggested to your con-
' sideration."
Can any friend of Mr. Polk answer the question, why

Congress was not consulted when this decesive step was ta¬
ken Here was a clear, unequivocal repudiation of all our

previous pledges in regard to the question of the boundary to
the Rio del Norte. Here was an order to occupy a country
which it was admitted was under the jurisdiction of Mexico,
and in which a Mexican town, on the left or eastern bank of
the Rio del Norte-the town of Loredo, containing fifteen
hundred inhabitants.was specially designated as one of the
position, for the army s here was, in short, an invasion of
Mexico.just such an invasion as every civilized nation would
regard as an act of war. Suppose the care reversed, and
Mexico had diroeted her troops to advance to the Nu.-ce., and
to occupy a position which should command one of the vil¬
lages of Texas, what would this country have thought of it >

Need I ask > The declaration would have been universal
that Mexico had begun the war by an act of flagrant ag¬

gression. And yet certainly Mexico had quite as much right
to seize upon the disputed territory a. we had.if Mr Ben¬
ton's opinion is worth any thing, a much better ri^ht.
On the 10th of March, 1846, Gen. Taylor, in obedience

to there order., commenced hi. march from Corpus Chri.ti to
the Rio Grande. .He arrived at that river on the 28th, and
encampcd opposite Matamoros. What he did when he ai-

nved there, you will read in his official despatch. On the
6th of April the General writes : ««On our side a battery for
' four eighteen pounder, will be completed, and the gun.
« placed in battery to-day. These guns bear directly upon
the public square of Matamoros, and within good ranee

/"' the town. Their obj£ct caimoT hk

m istakkpt BT thk EifEMT !" Remember, that when that
letter wa. written there had been no colli.ion-not a shot had
en fired.not a man made prisoner.
And yet we are told that thi. act wa. not an act of war !-

that this marching of an army into what we are pleased to call
"disputed territory," but which confesredly wa., and always
ha. been, in tbe actual occupation of the people of Mexico
and under the jurisdiction of that count,y_thi. marching of
an army there-this pointing of cannon into the very home-
¦i cat s of the inhabitants of Matamoros, the capital of Ta¬
rn iulipas, was not an act of war ! Collision, ensued. How
could ,t be otherwire, with there gun. pointing into the win¬
dows of Matamoro. > Armies were in motion, and it wa. not
long until blood was spilt. What a pitiful and unmanly equi¬
vocation was it for the President to say, after thi. aggression
on his part, that war exisU by the act of Mexico ! He had
ailed in hi. duty when he failed to submit the question of in¬
vasion, which was a question of war, to Congrew. And
when hq found that he had brought our little army into peril
l.y it, it was a mere trick, to rid himself of the re.pon.ibility

Mexico*0 *88UrneJ»'° tbrow ,hp bl«mc ^ «te war upon

There letters have grown too long to allow me much space
or comment on there transactions, and as I prefer Democratic
uthority ,n this martor to any other, I shall clore thi. narra-
ive of the event, which belong to the origin of the war by a

ew extract, from a di»tinguished writer on the Democratic
..de, who was once the editor of a Democratic magazine, and

I quote some passages from an article i. Brownson's Qu«r.
terly Review on the Mexican war, published in July la.., and
written by Mr. Brownson himself:
/.For ourselves," he say,, .«wc have rcRar(Je(, lhe M.._

can war as uncalled for, impolitic, and unjust. Wo have ex¬
amined .he document pul.luhrd by order of the Government.
We have read the official defence of the war in the last an-

ZLrrTf t
rr""lem 10 CW. with every

d»po.i ion to find our Government i. the right, but we are

ened 'ratheMhail weakeiicd'.'"'
" The act of Mexico in crowing the Rio Grande and en-

gagmgourtroops on tcrntory which she had possessed and
still claimed as hers but which we asserted had, by a recent
act against which she had protested, Income ouri-tho act
h'ch the President chose ,0 inform Congress and the world

was war-may or may not haV(1 ,(oen . ju-l^ fo
ing war against her, but it a*Uredly was not war itrelf."
And again :

'. No sophistry can make her act war-certainly not with¬
out concerting that our act i. ,aUinR n)ilit r/.on f h
temtory was also war, and if (h/( Wflg^ jf u
a , i i.x ih * r >y °ur act and riot t>y hers, for her act was conre-

tv' .o
,mn'" tltat the President was at liber-

!h..V V t condemning his own Government, was,
that there had h^en a ro lininr. *t r f,, 4 . .

'

lie. on a territory olai2 v

"
K fTTkn°

n.i rirrKi»,. c
? " ' ',ul lh'" collision he had

z "1* rk,,°7 '"v" «r-
e?rr*s r;: sssr^rsat
tjana. In no poa«ible rKiin, . .1

¦¦¦

the President that war k ? "nn«"n«"n«nt of

existetl by the act of Mexico IT 1,1T'l^" an',
or if it did, it ex inter! not bv the f m "°i *T*"'

In either care the official »n.
Mexico, but by our act.

not lie defended."
"ouncement was false, and can-

obvio!ish.r C(Tn rn ing^ffie^st' 'ho"U]**VF '. P'«in an.l

critical condition of o5r armt f T °n u" f/on,ier' the

demanded of Congre.e the rliHf occuP*t,on« he »hould have

"ry to relieve it, an.!¦» "U secure the purpose for which it was

avowedly sent to the Rio Grande , and, if he believed it proper
or to have, in addition, laid before Congress* full

and .^thtuUutementof «ur relation- with Mexico,'aidingall the unadjusted complaints, past and present, we had again'
Wtt; H^Sd thy ^ r#f0auaePj#,lon of a declaration of
war. He would then have kept within the limit* of hie dutv
proved himself a plain constitutional President, and left the
responsibility of war or no war to Congress, the only war-
making power known to the laws. Congress after maTure
lifciywould Z'tIn," whether'It d^sot nof

|h'8 C°|Ur4te d'J not occur t0 the President, or
was too plant and simple to meet his approbation. As if fear-

tdcck" r-
Cong., not ";e t,u,, i.ue, .he.h«, .. rt.*.£"£"ta,£
not be declared, but the false issue whether Congress would
grant him the means of prosecuting a war waged against us
by a foreign Power. In the trua issue, Congress mieht have
hesitated , in the one actually presented there was no room to
hesitate if the official announcement of the President was to
be credited, and hesitation would have been criminal.
"By declaring that the war already existed, and" by the

act of Mexico herself, the President relieved Congress of the
responsibility of the war by throwing it on Mexico ; but since
he cannot fasten it on Mexico.for war did not already , xist
or i so, >y our act, and not here.it necessarily recoils upon
himsell, and he must bear the responsibility of doing what the
constitution forbids him to do : of making war without the in¬
tervention of Longrcss. In effect, therefore, he has trampledthe eon'Mutimunder hi. feet, set « dangerous precJent,

" It is with no pleasure that we speak thus of the Chief
Magistrate of the Union, fur whose elevation to his high and
responsible office we ourselves voted. But, whatever may be
our attachment to party, or the respect we hold to be due from
all good citizens to the Civil Magistrate, we cannot see the
constitution violated and the national honor sacrificed, whether
r i i e.1 or foe» from good motives or bad, without entering,
feeble though it be, our stern and indignant pro:est."

This writer goes on further to say :
" We are far from regarding Congress, in echoing the false

statement of the President, as free from blame. It ought to
have seen and corrected the Executive mistake. Yet it
is not surprising that it took the President at his word. The
late Congress had some able members, and it adopted some

judicious measures ; but we express only the common senti¬
ment of all parties when we say it was far from covering itself
with glory, and that it is to be hoped another Congress like it
will not meet again very soon."

Here I drop the subject of the origin of the war.

J. P. KENNEDY.

INDIANA.ITS PHYSICAL ASPECT.

FBOM THE CINCINNATI CHRONICLE.

The State of Indiana.next to Ohio.is remarkable for
its natural advantages for agriculture and internal trade.
Neither Ohio nor Indiana are as various in surface, soil, and
climate as Tennessee, which has all the varieties of plants and
atmosphere which range from the cold air of the Cumberland
mountains to the sunny regions of the cotton bolls of the Mis¬
sissippi. But both Ohio and Indiana have an aggregate of
agricultural riches greater than those of Tennessee. Indiana
is inferior to Ohio'in mineral resources and in lake trade, two
circumstances which, in addition to its fertile aoil, has made
Ohio the first of Western States. But Indiana has some re¬

markable features, and we shall note two or three, as interest¬
ing in their relation to Western commerce and the future pro¬
gress of our country.

In the first place, Indiana is grossly misnamedit should
have been called the Stats of Wabash. This is an origi¬
nal name, like Ohio, but it has a claim on other grounds,
which is almost inevitable. The Wabash river, in proportion
to its volume, irrigates more land than almost any other
stream which can be found. The Wabash and its tributaries
water nearly two-thirds of all the counties of Indiana . Of
eighty-eight counties in this State, no less than fifty-five

are watered by the Wabash river ! In estimating the value of
rivers, it is quite common to consider only, or chiefly, their
navigable or commercial advantages ; but this is a very erro¬

neous method of estimating their vaiue. The greatest value
of a water-course is its power of irrigation. The springs of
the earth.as in ancient Syria, in the times of Abraham and
Jacob.will supply water for the use of man and beast.
Horses, mules, and, in modern times, railroads, will supply
the means of commercial intercommunication. But nothing
but a river and its tributaries can sufficiently irrigate and fat¬
ten the soil for great crop. Look at the Nile ! Its value for
shipping or boats is very little, but its annual overflow creates
the wealth of Egypt ! 80, look at the Wabash, winding its
way from Jay county, on the eastern line, to Posey in the
southwest! Look at Tippecanoe, Eel, Salamonie, Mississi-
newa, and White rivers, all tributaries of the Wabash, fer¬
tilizing an immense extent of country ! Except the main
branch of the Wabash, these streams are impracticable for na¬

vigation, but of inestimable value to the soil and production of
the State.
A large number of the counties which lie on the tributaries

of the Wabash are yet comparatively new and uncultivated,
but whose population and production in a future time must be
very great.
Of the remaining counties, the

Ohio river waters 14
White water 4
Kankahee, (a branch of the Illinois) 3
Maumee of the lakes 3
Lake Erie and its tributary, the St. Joseph's.... 7

Thus we see the State of Indiana is finely irrigated, and
that, when reduced to proper cultivation, its agricultural pro¬
duction mutt be very great. In a commercial point of view,
a coast of three hundred miles on the Ohio and of fifty on

Lake Michigan afford ample outlets both north and south.
The internal communications which the State requires are

those which will connect it at Cincinnati, Madison, and Evana-
ville, on the Ohio 5 Michigan city, on Lake Erie ; and east

and west linea, by railroads. The public men of Indiana
have seen this, and on nearly all of these lines have completed
or prepared public works. There are already in the State
finished, or neaily finished, about four hundred miles of
canals and sixty miles of railroads. In the great acheming
era of 1835-6-7, many other works were commenced and
great capital sunk in fruitless undertakings. From that em¬

barrassment the State has nearly recovered, and the flourishing
towns on the Wabash and the Whitewater, and the farmers
of the interior are looking forward to a connexion with Cin¬
cinnati, and through Ohio, with the Atlantic coast.
The surface of Indiana is about 38,000 square miles, con¬

taining twenty-four millions of acres. It would maintain very
easily eight millions of people.
On the supposition that one fourth part of the State wtu

cultivated in Indian corn, one fourth in wheat, and the re¬

maining half left for pasture, woodland, Ac., the products of
breadstufls would bo something like this :

Bitthelt.
Indian Corn '200,000,000
Wheat 50,000,000
Potatoes 10,000,000

This looks at first a little astonishing, but it is much under
what the State could easily produce. It would feed ton mil¬
lions of people and leave a large surplus !

This being the capacity, and not much beyond the proba¬
ble results of Indiana production, it behooves the commercial
world to look a little into it. There are four outlets for In¬
diana trade, viz. Cincinnati, Madison, Evansville, and Michi¬
gan city, (or some point on the lake.) The la%*Kt part of
the trade of Indiana must continue to flow to Cincinnati by
reason of the magnitude, capital, and centrality of Cincinnati,
and by reason also of the vast chain of works of internal im¬

provement which now connects this city with the whole
northern interior.
The great object of Cincinnati at present, in looking to¬

wards the West, is to strike, in a literally direct line, the heart of
the Wabash valley. In this point of view, the various schemes
for railroad improvements in that direction should lie well con¬
sidered by the commercial community here.'
Wo have thrown out this bird's-eye glance at the physical

condition of Indiana, that our readers may have the most im¬

portant facts immediately before them.

Colii Briiroons..A person accustomed to undress in a

room without n fiie, ond to seek repose in a cold bed, will not

experience the least inconvenience, even in the severest wea¬

ther. The natural heat of his Itody will very speedily render
him oven more comfortably warm than the individual who

sleeps in a heated apartment, and in a bed thus artificially
warmed, and who will be extremely liable to a sensation of
chilliness hs soon aa the artificial heat is dissipated. But this
is not all : the constitution of the former will lie rendered
more robust, ami far less susceptible to the influence of atmo¬

spherical'vicissitudes than that of the latter.
[Journal of Health.


